
Common Name/Scientific name          
Golden Whistler/ Pachycephala pectoralis 

Description:  Male Golden Whistler is bright yellow 

on the underside, olive-green on the back and wings, 

and black on the head with a bright yellow collar. The 

throat is white, separated from the yellow chest by a 

broad black band. The bill and legs are black. Females 

are generally grey above, with a pale olive tinge, and 

paler grey below, with a buff wash. The bill is dark 

brown and the legs grey-brown. The eye is red-brown 

in adults of both sexes. Young Golden Whistlers are 

rufous. As they mature, the plumage comes to 

resemble that of the female other than rufous edges 

to some wing feathers. These are later replaced as 

the bird matures. 

Where seen in the gardens: Can be found in almost 

any wooded habitat but prefers the denser areas. 

Occasionally it ventures into more open areas. 

Behaviour in the gardens, Feeding:  Mainly insects, 

spiders and other small arthropods. Berries are also 

eaten. Feeding is usually done alone and most food is 

obtained from the lower or middle tree level, where 

it is picked from leaves and bark. 

Nesting Male and female Golden Whistlers share the nest building duties. The nest is a shallow bowl, made of twigs, 

grass and bark, bound together with spider web and lined with finer grass. The nest is placed in a fork in a bush or 

tree up to 6 m above the ground. Only one brood is raised in a season and both sexes share the incubation of the 

eggs, and care of the young. 
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