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This year has proven to be the year of many headwinds:
- extra safety training before new project work could be undertaken within the
Western Tall Gums and Richmond Birdwing Butterﬂy Walk,
- the shortfall of Council staﬀ for supervision of all Friends activities, as well as
the operation of gardening and maintenance equipment,
- loss of many information volunteers and guides due to prolonged closure of
their areas of volunteering and then the closure of the Visitor Information
Centre within the A&E,
- the continuing lack of Council capital works budgets for any new garden
projects; the only new project work being initiated and funded by the Friends
group, and
- just when we thought we had reached the end of this period of challenges,
when the Friends held our ﬁrst Open Week to invite new volunteers to apply to
work at the Gardens, the Council introduced an open volunteering system
which meant that new volunteers could bypass joining the Friends and apply
directly to Council to work at the Gardens.
You could say all of this looks like it was meant to test our resolve, and it has
been diﬃcult to ﬁnd the best way forward.
But we have been able to address and resolve some of these adverse
impositions by working directly with various levels of Council, and this has
resulted in extra staﬃng to allow project work to continue, or be undertaken on
other days, even while number restrictions continue to hold up inductions of
new volunteers required to help us with gardening, visitor information services
and A&E activation at the Gardens.
The Friends group has been the backbone of the Gardens now for just over
25 years, and it would be true to say there have been many even more
daunting situations during this time, and still we manage to ﬁnd a positive way
forward to continue on and provide many new and unique Garden features.
The role that the Friends ﬁll at the Gardens continues to evolve as we see
new opportunities requiring our input and this has introduced a complexity to
the way we must organise ourselves. Without the ability to rely on a strong
group of people within the Management Committee, and also the many other
Friends who have particular skills to share, or a passion for a particular aspect
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of the Botanic Garden, or others who just like to put their
hand up to help out when needed, we would not be as
eﬀective as we continue to be.
I would therefore like to congratulate all members of our
Friends group for maintaining their enthusiasm in coming
up with new ways and means of enhancing the visitor
experience at the Gardens each year, and that must
include everyone who is happy to come back week after
week to weed, mulch and plant, or to construct and
maintain. It all makes a great diﬀerence.
Sadly Carolyn Bates, who had put so much enthusiasm,
diligence, and eﬀort into building up the Visitor
Information experience resigned after it was decided by
Council to oﬀer the entire Cafe area to the Compass
group, leaving the Friends with no interim location until
the Orientation Hub is designed and built in 2 years’ time.
However, we can only hope that there will be a
turnaround in numbers soon with this essential group of
“welcoming Friends” being replenished and provided with
an appropriate area within that soon to be planned Hub.
As I said last year, and it continues to be true, a
President would be unable to achieve anything without a
good Committee and I have been fortunate in having an
amazing group of people who continue to show not only
initiative, but also resilience. Ray continues to project
manage all aspects of the outdoor activities of the
Gardens in conjunction with Council’s Rob King to make
sure things run as smoothly as possible. Malcolm
juggles as many aspects of the A&E area as is humanly
possible - guiding, visitor information in conjunction with
Carol Raymond, exhibition area activation with Kerry
Boyd, and plant identiﬁcation and labelling within the
garden bed areas. Neil continues to keep an eye on
overall garden maintenance on Tuesdays and tracks
down weeds during Bushcare Saturdays. Bob our minute
taking wordsmith is not daunted by the thought of
initiating a conference now only 3 years down the track.
Geoﬀ maintains a keen involvement in any new project
work but particularly work that requires deep and precise
holes to be dug, or concrete to be poured. John has
proven to be the master of inspirational trail planning and
funding. Gary, together with his administrative assistant
Lynelle, has found that he loves the job so much that he
has asked for another year to prove how adept, diligent
and watchful he is with the Friends assets. Paul
continues to lie in wait for new visitors to talk with as they
pass him at the Gardens so he can spread the word
about all things to do with wet and dry sclerophyll. Gavin
has been quietly making sure that all of those unseen
things that we rely on continue to work well, that the
gardens are supported by reliable irrigation systems, and
all of our timber work is in tip top condition.
Although they may not be Committee members, there is
still an unstinting eﬀort from many others within our

working Friends group; Kerry has found that she would
like to educate locals about the best of the Gardens
through thought-provoking workshops and events; Carol
Raymond has been enthusiastically spreading
information to visitors; Everard has carried oﬀ one of the
more ambitious projects seen lately at the Gardens to
draw a range of local butterﬂies and particularly the
Richmond Birdwing to increase their visitation to the
Gardens; Alan quietly co-ordinates the building skills of
our Friends RBB Walk team; Wendy and Dan maintain a
Fern Glade full of cool contentment; Ross and James
continue to keep the A&E gardens in peak condition; Deb
has helped pull a Davidson Plum leaf interpretive piece
out of a hat to provide an arresting new feature for the
Gardens; Maureen continues to weave her magic with
the creation of concrete bird baths while maintaining an
impetus with the Thursday gardening eﬀorts; Joy has
been creating ephemeral artworks inspired by native
plants; the Ladies Who Cater have come to the fore with
delicious goodies for special activities and morning teas;
while Lynelle has been showing oﬀ her artistic streak at
the recent Friends 25 year anniversary celebration; Janet
has been continuing to provide sound advice as well as
wonderful cakes and slices; while Ian is about to be
challenged to provide another joinery masterpiece for the
Gardens.
And there are also many of us who are just prepared to
come along and do whatever is required each week. This
continues to form a valuable part of what the Friends do
to make our Garden worthy of attention from our many
widespread visitors.
The extensive, but at the same time curtailed, and ever
expanding role that the Friends have undertaken during
this year can best be explained below:
But, as always, we could not have achieved what we
have without the steadfast support of our Council oﬃcers
and we offer our thanks to:
• Rob King - unﬂappable and always helpful, and Senior
Horticulturalist
• Michael Gilles - managing the diﬃcult task of
masterplan implementation and staﬃng, Environmental
Visitor Centre Oﬃcer
• Lisa Ryan - always so willing to help the Friends,
Council Environmental Education Oﬃcer
• Cathy Money - keen to organise to have much more
happening within the Arts and Ecology Building,
Environmental Education Centre Support Oﬃcer
• Renee Fletcher - keeping us on track with guiding,
Environmental Education Centre Support Oﬃcer
• Janine Bedros - juggling the increasing number of
potential volunteers waiting to help out at the Gardens,
Environmental Visitor Centre Volunteer Services Oﬃcer
• and of course Blake Tippo, trainee horticulturalist, who
helps wherever he can around the Gardens
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Hakea lorea (bootlace oak)
Wendy Johnson
Hakea lorea – our first flower of the spring on a property
in Queensland’s south-west.
For the last month, we have been on a property between
St George and Surat. Initially, there were no flowers on
our patch (and no ferns either). One of our weekly tasks
was to sweep and monitor sand plots for footprints,
particularly for wombats and unwanted species like cats,
dogs and cattle. On the last week of our stay, one of the
plots was littered with sprigs of leaves and flowers. On
looking up, we could see the tree above was full of flower
and bird noise. The tree is Hakea lorea and the birds at
that time were noisy friarbirds.
Hakea lorea is commonly
known as the bootlace
oak or corkwood oak. It
has grey, deeply furrowed
corky bark, long thin
cylindrical, smooth and
pendulous leaves and
white-cream-green
flowers, in loose
bottlebrushes, clustered in
groups towards the ends
of the branchlets. The
flowers are rich in nectar
favoured by birds and
insects. The nectar can be
sucked from the flower or
made into a sweet drink by dunking the flower in water.
The timber is strong and durable and I am told was used
for bullock yokes. Our tree is about 7m high.
This tree will not be found in our botanic garden as it
prefers semi-arid, sub-tropical areas. Hakea actites and
Hakea florulenta can both be found in the gardens
around the A&E Centre, but at time of writing neither was
flowering.

Tawny frogmouth
(I fly by night; a furtive ghoul)
Dr Julie O'Connor, Senior Conservation Partnerships
Officer, Sunshine Coast Council
A master of camouflage, the Tawny frogmouth, Podargus
strigoides, can usually be found sitting motionless in a
tree during the day where it can be almost
indistinguishable from the bark and branches. It is one of
Australia’s best known nocturnal birds and its low
distinctive ‘oom oom oom’ call is a familiar sound of the
night in many areas across Australia. With the exception
of treeless desert and dense rainforest, the tawny
frogmouth can be found in almost any habitat, including
suburbia.

There can be considerable size variation both
geographically and between individuals, with
Queensland’s tawny frogmouths generally a little smaller
than those living in south-eastern Australia. Its plumage
is camouflaged to resemble bark, so within its neutral
coloured plumage palette, it is not surprising that there
can also be noticeable regional variation in its
colouration.

At night they feed on a range of nocturnal prey, including
insects, molluscs, and less frequently, vertebrate prey,
including small mammals, reptiles, frogs and birds. In one
study undertaken in eastern New South Wales, stomach
content analysis found that vertebrates comprised only
4% of dietary items, compared to 78% insects and 18%
spiders and myriapods. Dietary studies have also noted
seasonality in diet and the opportunistic predation on
some species, e.g. house mice during plague events and
frogs following significant rainfall.
Almost all food is caught by pouncing to the ground from
a higher vantage point. Its wide gaping mouth helps it to
scoop prey from the ground, a technique further
enhanced by the modified feathers around the mouth,
which help to guide the prey into the mouth. Its excellent
binocular vision and sharp hearing are also key to its
hunting success.
Tawny frogmouths form lifelong pair bonds and can
remain together in the same territory for more than ten
years. The pair will usually raise one clutch of two or
three chicks per season, with male and female sharing
both incubation and parenting duties.
As with most creatures that fly silently through the night,
the tawny frogmouth has stirred the human imagination.
Penned by C. J. Dennis, The Tawny Frogmouth was
included in his beautiful 1935 book, The Singing Garden:
I fly by night; a furtive ghoul,
To harry small bush folk;
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And men who know the boobook owl
Mistake me for that dish-faced fowl
With his hunting cry, “Mopoke.”
But when you hear my grunting call
You know it’s not like that at all.
I prey until the dawn shows dim;
Then seek some gnarled old tree
And feign to be a broken limb,
Holding my pose with patience grim
For all the world to see,
Yet never guess this ragged bark
Is frogmouth, waiting for the dark.
Tail to the trunk and beak held high,
I slowly turn my head
To follow you as you pass by,
Peeping from out a hooded eye
Till your departing tread
Proves mimicry is not in vain;
And then I go to sleep again.
The curve of my bewhiskered beak
Holds death when darkness comes;
And terror spreads among the meek
Of bushland when my meat I seek
Amid the sleeping gums.
A call, a scurry, squeals of fright:
’Tis frogmouth, hunting in the night.
References:
Dennis C. J, The Singing Garden, Sydney: Angus & Robertson, 1935,
pages 51-52
Green RH, Scarborough TJ, McQuillan PB. Food and feeding of the
laughing kookaburra and tawny frogmouth in Tasmania. Tasmanian
Naturalist. 1988;93:5-8.
Madani G. 2020, Snake predation by the Tawny Frogmouth' Podargus
strigoides'. Australian Field Ornithology. Jan;37:42-3.
Rose AB, Eldridge RH. 1997, Diet of the Tawny Frogmouth 'Podargus
strigoides' in Eastern New South Wales. Australian Bird Watcher.
Jan;17(1):25-33.
Photo Greg Millar

Southern Hemisphere Conifers
(From before flowering plants)
Paul Horne
Conifers are mostly evergreen trees that produce their
seeds within cones. They depend on wind, not insects,
for pollination unlike most of the flowering plants
(angiosperms). Conifers first appeared over 200 million
years ago, during the time of the dinosaurs. Their fossils
have been found on all continents and, before the
evolution of the flowering plants, these conifers
dominated the land available for plants.
In the southern hemisphere many conifer genera are now
restricted to small areas, where they give evidence of the
former make-up of the land masses in the supercontinent
Gondwana. Many of the conifers in the southern
hemisphere have been incorrectly referred to as pines,

e.g. bunya pine and kauri pine, by the early colonials.
They used the term pine for all conifer looking plants.
True pines, members of the family Pinaceae, are only
native to the northern hemisphere. The slash pine
(Pinus elliottii) is an example from the South Eastern
United States, used as a plantation pine in many state
forests. The southern hemisphere conifers fall into three
plant families: the araucaria, the cypress and the
podocarps.
The Araucaria Family (Araucariaceae)
The Araucaria family is a very ancient family of large,
evergreen, tropical or sub-tropical conifers, which have
survived many changes in climate, in location and lately
in exploitation. This family achieved its maximum
diversity during the Jurassic and Cretaceous periods, the
age of dinosaurs, when it was distributed worldwide.
Most of the Araucariaceae in the Northern Hemisphere
then vanished in the Cretaceous–Paleogene extinction
event 66 million years ago, and they are now largely
confined to the Southern Hemisphere in three genera:
Araucaria (19spp), Agathis (22spp) and Wollemia (1sp).
The araucaria species most familiar to Australians is the
Norfolk pine (Araucaria heterophylla), first recorded by
Captain Cook and endemic to Norfolk Island. Cook noted
that these trees could make good masts for their ships so
specimens were subsequently shipped to Australia. Later
exploitation by the convict settlements found that the
trees were not suited as masts as the trunk broke where
the branches grew. They were subsequently made into
floorboards and other structural timbers, or used to line
populated parts of our coastlines where they shade and
impress generations of beach-goers.
Another species is the bunya
(Araucaria bidwillii). This
species has a limited
distribution within Australia in
part because of the drying out
of Australia with its loss of
rainforest and by the bunya’s
poor seed dispersal as there
are no reported dispersal
agents for the seeds. They
can grow up to 30–45 m and
live about 500 years. The
bunya had an important
cultural significance for the
local Gubbi Gubbi tribe of
South Eastern Queensland
and the seeds of the “football sized” cones were an
important food source.
The most accessible bunya specimen in the MRBBG is
found just past the end of the Fern Glade, on the left,
labelled but still young.
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Another local associate of
the bunya is the hoop pine
(Araucaria cunninghamii).
This species is found in the
drier rainforests of New
South Wales and
Queensland. These trees
can live up to 450 years and
grow to a height of 60
metres. The bark is rough,
splits naturally, and peels
easily.
Like its older cousin the bunya, hoop pine dominated the
forests of the Jurassic and Cretaceous periods, when the
vegetation was characterised by cycads, tree ferns,
horsetails and conifers.
Stands of hoop pine were so prolific in colonial times that
early Europeans considered them “the grand monarch of
the forests” and Hoop Pine timber was our first
Queensland export. Within a little over a hundred years,
nearly all native stands had been completely logged and
the government had to establish large state-owned
plantations to keep up supply.
A hoop pine is found in the MRBBG behind the mulch
storage bins (1) and up on the whipbird walk.
Another member of the
araucaria family is the
Queensland kauri (Agathis
robusta) of the Agathis genus.
Of the total of 22 recognised
Agathis species, 5 are found in
New Caledonia, 4 in Borneo, 3
in Queensland, 2 in PNG and
only 1 (Agathis australis) in
New Zealand.

It is unusual to have two Agathis species grow in the
same location. They are usually separated from each
other by altitude, soil type or site preference. Many of the
kauri are very tall trees and may live up to 500 years.
When these trees mature they have a rough bark typical
of trees that have evolved to tolerate fire, and a
widespread canopy. The timber is generally straightgrained and of fine quality with an exceptional strengthto-weight ratio and rot resistance, making it ideal for
yacht hull construction.
The Queensland kauri (Agathis robusta) found in the
MRBBG are in the following locations; end of the Fern
Glade on left (1) and along road into the Gardens, just
after the bridge on left (row of 10).

Wollemia is also a genus of conifers in the
Araucariaceae family. It was known only through fossil
records until 1994, when the Australian species
Wollemia nobilis was discovered in a temperate
rainforest wilderness area of the Wollemi National Park in
New South Wales.
The Cypress Family (Cupressaceae)
The cypress family has representatives across all the
continents. The junipers, for example, whose berries can
be eaten whole, brewed into a tea, steeped in wine, or
fermented to produce gin are found in Europe, North
America, Africa and Asia.
The coastal cypress pine, or
Bribie Island pine (Callitris
columellaris) is a species of
conifer in the cypress family
and native to SE Queensland
and most of Australia. The
common names may vary
depending upon the location in
which they are found. These
trees can grow to 30m and are
either male or female
(dioecious).
The coastal cypress (Callitris columellaris) most easily
found in the MRBBG are in the following locations;
parking lot above the Arts & Ecology Centre (6), and
behind the Kurrajong shelter (1).
The Podocarp Family (Podocarpaceae)
The podocarp family, fleshy fruited conifers, is
predominantly found in the Australasian region, from New
Zealand to South-East Asia. Most species are confined to
one or a few islands, such as Tasmania, New Zealand,
New Caledonia, New Guinea, the Philippines or Borneo.
Generally the podocarps are native to wet tropical
mountain forests. A few are small trees or shrubs native
to forest understorey environments. The podocarps
generally do not form extensive stands, instead occurring
as individual forest trees. Although the second-largest
conifer family, the Podocarpaceae are far less wellknown than the other two major conifer families, the
pines (Pinaceae) and the cypress (Cupressaceae).
The plum pine or
brown pine
(Podocarpus elatus) is
a large tree found in
New South Wales and
Queensland. It is a
medium to large
evergreen tree growing
to 30–36 m with a trunk
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up to 1.5 m diameter. The seed “cones” are dark bluepurple, berry-like, with a fleshy base 2 cm diameter
bearing a single oval seed 1 cm in diameter. The fleshy
part of the seed cone is edible.
The plum pine (Podocarpus elatus) found in the MRBBG
is on the left at the Friend’s Shelter. A smaller but quite
ornamental Podocarpus spinulosus can be found in the
Japanese Courtyard beside the Café at the Gardens.
References:
1. Southern Hemisphere Conifers - The Tasmanian Arboretum,
www.tasmanianarboretum.org.au
2. Atlas of Living Australia - https://www.ala.org.au/
3. Wikipedia https://en.wikipedia.org › wiki › Podocarpaceae
4. Wikipedia https://en.wikipedia.org › wiki › Araucaria_bidwillii
5. Wikipedia https://en.wikipedia.org › wiki › Araucaria_cunninghamii
6. Wikipedia https://en.wikipedia.org › wiki › Agathis_robusta
7. Wikipedia https://en.wikipedia.org › wiki › Callitris_columellaris

I met Marg in 2005 at the Sculpture Symposium at the
Gardens, and I joined the Friends at that time. In 2006,
the Friends decided to recruit Guides for the Gardens.
Marg, who at this time was on the Friends’ committee,
had been a well-loved and knowledgeable guide at the
Mount Coot-tha Botanic Gardens. She arranged for Greg
Ivey, Lauretta McNabb, Marg and myself to join trainee
guide sessions at the Mount Coot-tha Gardens, enabling
us to meet and work with experienced guides who
imparted very useful information. We had, of course to
learn about the plants and history of MRBBG, which our
trainee guides are experiencing now.
Marg became the Guide Coordinator, and joined by
future guides we very much enjoyed taking booked walks
and walks for casual visitors on Tuesdays and of course
learning about the plants and their special stories and
uses often from Marg.

Vale Margaret Mungomery
Following are a few remembrances of a remarkable lady
and Friend who will be sorely missed.

Margaret at Friends Melbourne Cup lunch
DEAR MARG
Farewell dear Marg, goodbye, and adieu.
The long days are over, and the long nights too.
No more sad struggles, no more faltering feet.
Your journey was adventurous – but it’s now complete.
You had knowledge of trees,of plants and of flowers.
You shared your wide wisdom, filling happy hours.
Your guided tours charmed one and all.
But the curfew has sounded – you’ve heeded the call.
Farewell dear Marg. There will be no tomorrows.
Your friends sadly sighing, their hearts full of sorrows.
Your time on this earth was so happily spent.
Now you’ve found peace and rest, sleep forever content.
Poem by Ellen De Chastel

In 2010, while Doug and I were overseas, Marg, as
secretary, emailed me several times to take on the role of
President. She said all I had to do was chair meetings.
Little did I know! I was duly elected with Marg as
secretary, Janet College as treasurer and Tony Ireland
as Work Coordinator. Marg and her husband Bill spent
many hours working on the required new constitution for
the Gardens. Of course, Marg was outstanding support
as secretary, with an amazing knowledge of grammar,
spelling and the meaning of words, but much more than
that, with her wonderful warmth and human touch and
her highly valued friendship.
Marg spent Tuesday mornings in the library, cataloguing
book donations and attempting to bring some order to the
plant and other information on the computers. She also
researched and wrote articles on plants and animals for
the newsletter. She was always a friendly and welcoming
presence in the library along with Helen Wallace.
Marg was delighted to receive the booklet of photos
compiled by the Friends and the Life membership which
she received and showed me the week that she died.
Your contribution to the Friends was outstanding, Marg.
You are remembered fondly.
Joan Horgan, past President FMRBBG
For the last twenty years I have been presenting a
program called Galleries and Gardens for the community
RPH radio network. I pre-record my programs and chose
to read Margaret’s article “Liquorice or Licorice” from the
Friends of Maroochy BG newsletter that is due for airing
on 2RPH in Sydney on 19 & 20 February. It was
delightful and I wondered how I might tell Margaret so.
I have very happy memories of working with Margaret at
Brisbane Botanic Gardens. I particularly enjoyed her time
as Head Guide and together we set up all sorts of new
procedures and programs. I considered her a great team
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player, professional colleague and friend. When I left
Brisbane to return to Sydney, Margaret gave me a packet
of assorted Bag Clip Sealers and told me these would
change my life forever. Well, they did. I think of Margaret
often, still have some of the original set and have
acquired more clips over the years!

Kevin had many friends he
cared about and in
honouring their memory he
planted five exquisite Kauri
at the entrance of the
gardens in 2013 (?).

“Ever resourceful, immensely practical and productive,
and a great educator – thanks Margaret for your wide
reaching contribution to Guiding in Botanic Gardens. 🙏🏽”
Janelle Hatherly, Visitor Service Co-ordinator 1994 1998 Brisbane Botanic Gardens

Then in 2016, he planted
two Davidson Plum trees in
the Rare & Precious
Garden. When Kevin left us
he left a bequest to have a
sculptural piece made and
installed in his beloved Rare
& Precious Garden.

Memories of Marg Mungomery
Marg and I actually went to the same school - Brisbane
Girls' Grammar - where she was a much-idolised prefect
and sportswoman, excelling in tennis, and I was a minion
in the fourth form. Then we met again when both our
paths converged in Nambour, married with families. But I
didn't really get to know Marg until we found ourselves
working together as Secretary and Treasurer of the
Friends.
The partnership lasted some thirteen years, from about
the early 2000's to the mid 2010's. We got on so well
together that there was no need to stop! We were a welloiled machine! But don't think it was all serious, efficient
committee work. We had a lot of laughs behind our
computer screens. Marg had a terrific sense of humour,
and delighted in giving the most humdrum information a
light-hearted twist. There was a lot of banter along with
the business. One game was never to use a short word
when a long one would do. So Marg presented me with
"The Superior Person's Little Book of Words", which
provided no end of useful vocabulary for our exchanges.
For example, instead of, "Let's go down to the shady
Fern Glade", you can say, "Let us retire to an umbiferous
dingle."
I miss Marg and her sense of fun. Even in her ill health,
she was digging up funny messages and jokes to email
to her friends for "today's smile". A brave lady, a muchloved friend and a shining star in the universe.
Janet Colledge

Davidson Plum Interpretative Sculpture
Debra Ducrou
It is sad to hear of one's friends passing, but a joy to
know their passing has left something wonderful and
beautiful behind.
Kevin Reynolds joined the Friends of MRBBG in January
2008, he was a keen gardener and he threw himself into
these beautiful gardens with loads of enthusiasm.

Based on Kevin's sketch a beautiful sculpture of three
joined Davidson Plum leaves is now ready to be
revealed.
The Friends commissioned
The Blacksmiths Atelier of
Rosemount to design,
construct and install the
sculpture. The material
used is aluminium, which
has been cut into individual
segments of leaf, then
welded into each margin
and the edges cut to mimic
the subtle ridges of the
leaves.
The colours are indicative of the changing life of the leaf
– from fresh new leaf, to the bronze autumn tone to a
darkened older leaf. The finish use natural sunlight to
sparkle at any time of the day.
The Official Reveal of the Davidson Plum
Interpretative Sculpture is planned for Friday
10th September at 3pm in the Rare & Precious
Garden area. Also on Friday 10th September,
the Official Opening of the Rope Bridge at
2pm in the Rock Pools garden area. All
Friends and partners are welcome to come
and celebrate the new installation and
opening. Please RSVP to Deb Email:
potterinpurple@hotmail.com

What’s Happening on Site
Ray Dale – MRBBG Site Volunteer Co-Ordinator
The winter months as usual consisted mainly of those
tedious tasks of maintaining the gardens and the
infrastructure. Maintaining the irrigation, weeding,
watering, oiling the timber seats, replacing the damaged
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edging all preparing for the warmer months. This season
we also fabricated new tables for the nursery and new
plinths for positioning in the soon to be released
Ethnobotany Trail.
Work on the Tall
Gums Trail has been
progressing beyond
expectations with
volunteers clearing
around two
kilometres of track to
date. This trail on
completion will
introduce a rarely
seen part of the
gardens crossing
Mountain Creek and
scaling the western
escarpment.
The Richmond Birdwing Arbor has not been so lucky with
access delays and Covid interrupting the schedule. The
timetable is now set for all timbers to be standing by the
end of September.
Volunteer numbers fluctuated over winter as it is the
preferred period to travel north especially given restriction
interstate. However volunteer numbers were still at the
higher end of the scale on the Tuesday.
The Thursday
gardeners
maintained a
small group
willing to take on
all tasks. The
Friday crew who
focus on
maintenance
grew by a couple and have been working quietly on
garden edging, oiling and replacing the masthead
sprinklers.

Friends’ Events
Open Management Meetings
2nd Thu, 1pm @ Friends Shed
Sept 09
Oct 14
Nov 11
Bushcare
2nd Sat, 7am (subject to weather)
Sept 11
Oct 09
Nov 13
Fauna Watch Survey
2nd Wed, 8am
Sept 08
Oct 13
Nov 10
Welcome to our new Friends; Helen Latham, Anna
Kilpatrick, Dan Huth, Mitch Runham

Information
Mail
Friends of MRBBG Inc.
PO Box 445, BUDERIM, Qld 4556
Web
friend
ens.org.au
Facebook
Maroochy BG Friends
(fb.com/groups/600452596770097/)
Email
friendsofMRBBG@gmail.com
Secretary
Bob Ducrou
07 5456 2743
Membership:
A form is available on our Website, or use this link to
download - Membership Application Form

Last but not least and the ones who need assistance are
the information volunteers who work those hours when
we are never there. All in all a very devoted group of
volunteers and a credit to the Friends and their
community. Now onwards to the warmer months.
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